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106th Congress April 27, 1999, 5:11 p.m.

1st Session Vote No. 92 Page S-4246 Temp. Record
COLUMBINE SCHOOL TRAGEDY/Passage
SUBJECT: A resolution expressing the sense of Cogress on the trajic violence that occurred on Aoril 20, 1999, at
Columbine High School, Littleton, Colorado . . . H.Con. Res. 92. Paggm
ACTION: CONCURRENT RESOLUTION AGREED TO, 99-0
SYNOPSIS:  Asintroduced and passed, H.Con. Res. 92, a resolution expressing the sense of Congress on the tragic vic

that occurred on April 20, 1999, at Columbine High School, Littleton, Colorado, will resolve that Congress:
e condemns, in the strongest possible terms, the heinous atrocities which occurred at Columbine High School;
e offers its condolences to the families, friends, and loved ones of those who were killed and expresses its hope for the
and complete recovery of those wounded;
e applauds the hard work and dedication exhibited by the hundreds of local, State, and Federal law enforcement official
the others who offered their support and assistance; and
® encourage the American people to engage in a national dialogue on preventing school violence.

Those favoringpassage contended:

One week ago today, two students went on a mowdeampage in their school with guns and homemade bombs, and then the
killed themselves. At the end, 12 students and 1 teacher were dead, and more than 20 others were wounded. The Nation is
shock over this senseless, violent tragedy. The collective feeling of loss, sadness, and disbelief is enormous. Thesiautiediate r
is to ask why it happened, followed quickly by how can it be stopped from happening again? Neither question may have an an
The normal, human impulse is to rush to judgment, to do something, almost anything, to make sense of the tragedy and to p
future such attacks. We wonder if maybe some law may have been passed that coudgpedéw students' attack, yet we know
that they violated dozens of laws before killing themselves, including at least 17 firearms and explosives laws. Couldimgore fun
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for counseling in dwools have stopped the tragedy? Maybe, but the two gunmen had been sent to counseling after a previous arrest.
Were there warning signs that they were going to go on this rampage? They were part of a group of school outcasts who formed
what they called the "trench coat mafia," a pro-Nazi group, but they were also very brighstadents, and students in other
outcast groups in schools across the country have not gone on such rampages. We also wonder if it may be that theoschools are t
large and impersonal, leaving children alienated and lost in the shuffle, or that maybe much of the blame should be tEsigned to
Internet, which enables troubled, violent people who were formerly isolated to meet anonymously, validate, and reinforce their
dangerous views, or that maybe the problem is that parents have given up on parenting, wanting to be their childrenjagtiends o

not wanting to be with their children at all. We also wonder how much blame should be assigned to the effects of our violent,
nihilistic culture, especially as depicted in our "entertainment” industry. Too often, the message children get is thatihere a
transcendent, moral absolutes, only power and pleasure (which are depicted solely as material and physical). Our clyiture not on
whispers, but veritably screams, that anything goes.

There are no easy answers to explain why it happened or how to prevent it from happening again. Many of us, though, do not
believe that those questions, while important, are what we need to answer most. The question that matters, and thditdeas always
the question that matters for any individual, in any culture and any age, was asked of one of the murdered student)alassie Ber
She was a very religious girl, part of a small evangelical group in her school, and very active in her church and inksa¥ial wor
few years earlier, though, she was on almost the same track as the two murderers. She was part of a witchcraft gracgdhat pract
animal sacrifice, and her parents discovered letters that she had written to her friend that described the various grmekeme way
would like to murder them. After her parents found those letters they sent Cassie to a religious school, forbad heotd see her
friends, and sent her to a religious summer camp (which is where she experienced a religious conversion). She latebaeksferred
to the public school so she could be a positive influence on the kids there. Cassie was in the library studying whenglamdhooti
bombing began. She and the other students tried to hide under the tables, and many, including Cassie, began to pray. One of the
gunmen approached Cassie and asked her "do you believe in God?" She and those around her knew she was being targeted for her
faith, yet she answered "Yes," and her life ended. She died a martyr.

The world will always have evil in it, and it will always have immense couragesaedal. People are weak anitl e drawn
to the empty promises of evil, but their lives can only be full if they have the strength and courage to follow their esnscienc
however difficult the circumstances. Most people fall short but continue trying; few can match the strength of Casste. The 20t
century French mystic Simone Weil said: "Imaginary evil is romantic and varied, full of charm; imaginary good is tirestahe and f
Real evil, however, is dreary, monobus, barren;eal good is always new, marvelous, intoxicating." Cassie was drawn into
witchcraft but rejected it. She found the right path, her life was rich, and she willingly died for her faith.

No arguments were epressed in @position to passae.



